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Written b
Terricha. RIDGELAND - The deal has been sealed.
Bradley
City leaders have closed on a land purchase for the future City
FILED UNDER Center Complex on 25 acres of land across from the Ridgeland

News Police Department and Municipal Court building.
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Ridgeland paid $4.5 million for the land, two parcels located at the

northwest corner of U.S. 51 and School Street. The land was for Only
acquired from Tecspan Concrete Structures and Jackson Ready $39999
Mix.
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For now, Community Development Director Alan Hart said, the City
Center development is merely a concept, with final decisions a long
way off.
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Hart said funding for construction is not
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However, city officials remain enthusiastic
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"The relationship of the site to the Natchez Trace is something we
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intend to celebrate," Hart said in an email. Mississippi

The expanded complex will have space for community meeting
rooms, library expansion and city offices as well as educational,
retail and residential areas.
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"Once complete, this site will serve as a major focal point and exploring new frontier
entrance into our city and will cast a great impression on visitors

who can and will spend money in our city," he said.
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The city will declare the existing City Hall site and building as
surplus property and sell it, which will also put the property back on
the tax roll.
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The budget range for the City Center Complex project ultimately
could be anywhere from $50 million to $100 million, depending on
the level of investment by private parties and acquisition of federal Programs to curtail teen sex ™ 64
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Alderman-at-Large Gerald Steen at first was concerned a tax hike
would be needed to fund the complex.
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"The city clerk said we could do that without raising taxes," Steen
said. "We've purchased the property, and I'm pleased because it's
in a good location.

"The city is growing, and we will have to grow with it."

To comment on this story, call Terricha Bradley at (601) 853-
7615,
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