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automaker.
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Blue Springs, he hopes, will one day achieve
similar growth. The official opening Thursday
of Toyota's first manufacturing facility in the
state and the 10th in the United States could
be the start.
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Protecting QB tougher job now
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and cheers that resounded through the cavernous facility. It marked
the end of a years-long effort to open the $1.3 billion plant, the first
to build the Corolla, long a staple of the compact-car market, in the
United States since a Toyota/General Motors plant in California
closed in 2010. The plant can produce up to 150,000 Corollas per
year.
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@@ Miss. Toyota plant production begins

More than 1,500 people have been hired, and that number should
grow to 2,000 by as early as next spring.

"It's a company that thinks long-term," said
Gov. Haley Barbour.

"We expect this plant to be around 75 years from now. Our
grandchildren's children will be working here."

According to the state, the plant is expected to create up to 17,000
direct and indirect jobs with a total annual payroll of $500 million.

Those indirect jobs will come from a number of automotive
suppliers serving the plant, as well as businesses like convenience
stores, hotels and restaurants that could benefit from being near
the plant.

At the plant itself, general production-employee pay starts at $15
per hour, while jobs requiring higher, more specific skills have
starting pay of $20.33 per hour, says Toyota spokesman Victor
Vanov.
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