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BLUE SPRINGS — Akio Toyoda says this
tiny northeast Mississippi town isn't much
different than the small Japanese township
where his family's business began more than
seven decades ago.

That township has since blossomed to a city
of more than 400,000 people with the growth
of that business, Toyota, the world's largest
automaker.

Blue Springs, he hopes, will one day achieve
similar growth. The official opening Thursday
of Toyota's first manufacturing facility in the
state and the 10th in the United States could
be the start.

"There have been so many years of twists
and turns, but we thank you for being patient
with us," Toyoda, president of Toyota Motor

Corp., told thousands of plant employees, state dignitaries and
others as the plant rolled a Mississippi-built Corolla off the
assembly line.

"Let's make history together."

Thursday's ceremony included blues music, strobe lights, dry ice
and cheers that resounded through the cavernous facility. It marked
the end of a years-long effort to open the $1.3 billion plant, the first
to build the Corolla, long a staple of the compact-car market, in the
United States since a Toyota/General Motors plant in California
closed in 2010. The plant can produce up to 150,000 Corollas per
year.

'Let's make history together'
1st Corolla produced in Miss. celebrated
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Toyota Motor Corporation President and Representitive
Director Akio Toyoda speaks during an opening
ceremony at the Blue Springs plant Thursday.
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More than 1,500 people have been hired, and that number should
grow to 2,000 by as early as next spring.

"It's a company that thinks long-term," said
Gov. Haley Barbour.

"We expect this plant to be around 75 years from now. Our
grandchildren's children will be working here."

According to the state, the plant is expected to create up to 17,000
direct and indirect jobs with a total annual payroll of $500 million.

Those indirect jobs will come from a number of automotive
suppliers serving the plant, as well as businesses like convenience
stores, hotels and restaurants that could benefit from being near
the plant.

At the plant itself, general production-employee pay starts at $15
per hour, while jobs requiring higher, more specific skills have
starting pay of $20.33 per hour, says Toyota spokesman Victor
Vanov.

To comment on this story, call Jeff Ayres at (601) 961-7050.

View Comments (2)  |  Share your thoughts »

Related Links
New car tag unveiled

Miss. Toyota plant production begins

Cam Lawrence talks
Arkansas
Nov 16, 2011

Straw Dogs
Sep 14, 2011

Corey Broomfield talks
Arkansas
Nov 16, 2011

 selected by Taboola

Archives.com ®
Family History: Fast & Affordable. Free 7-Day Trial. Try Free Today!

Archives.com

ADS BY PULSE 360 AdChoices 

Unlimited Online Support
$29.99/Month Online & Onsite Repair
Unlimited PC Support 1-800-RESCUEPC
www.Rescuecom.com

PHOTO GALLERIES

ADVERTISEMENT

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.50%
If you owe less than $729k, you probably qualify for
3.01% APR Govt Refi Programs
www.MortgageRatesExperts.com

The New U.S Mortgage Plan
Save your home and prevent foreclosure, click here for
the application
loanmodificationhelpline.org

Mississippi: Indoor Air Pollution
Eliminate Allergens in your Madison Home with EZ
Breathe. Free Eval!
www.getezbreathe.com

Miss. Toyota plant
production begins

MSU - Texas
A&M



ARCHIVES
View the last seven
days

Yesterday, Nov. 17
Wednesday, Nov. 16
Tuesday, Nov. 15
Monday, Nov. 14
Sunday, Nov. 13
Saturday, Nov. 12
Friday, Nov. 11

See our paid archives
for news older than a
week.

REAL DEALS

Flip, shop and save on specials from your favorite
retailers in Jackson, MS 39201

GET DEALS NOW

FOLLOW US
ON TWITTER &
FACEBOOK
ClarionLedger's updates
are available on
Facebook and Twitter.
Don't miss a single
headline.

 

MOST POPULAR
1. UMC helicopter pilot hit by bird, forced to

land
2. Freshmen are the mortar for rebuilding
3. Eagles go thud
4. Former Cats have chemistry as Bulldogs
5. Southern Miss loses to UAB 34-31
6. Mississippi State beats No. 19 Texas A&M

69-60
7. USM Sugar Bowl dreams quickly turned into

another UAB nightmare

ADVERTISEMENT

Site Map  |  Back to Top  

NEWS
Local News
Nation/World
Business
Columnists
HealthScene
Archives

COMMUNITIES
Clinton News
Madison Co. Herald
Rankin Ledger

SPORTS
High School Scores
High School
Jackson State
Mississippi State
Ole Miss
Southern Miss
Small/Jr. Colleges
Outdoors
Other Sports
Stats/Schedules/Scores

OBITS
Search obits

STYLE
Southern Style
Calendar
Crosswords
Sudoku
Celebrations

BLOGS
Marshall Ramsey
David Hampton
Crime Beat
Elizabeth Crisp
Jerry Mitchell
Shanderia Posey
Rick Cleveland
Rod Walker
Jackson State
Mississippi State

OPINION
Talk Back
Perspective
Marshall Ramsey
Forums
Blogs

CLASSIFIEDS
Garage Sales
Shopping
Dating
Jobs
Cars
Homes
Grocery Coupons
Legal Ads

HELP
Customer Service
Contact Us
Manage My Account
Subscribe Now
Place An Ad
Submit a letter
Archives
Bookstore

FOLLOW US

Twitter

Facebook

Mobile

RSS

E-mail Alerts

Text Alerts

        

Do you have ancestors who served in the military?Do you have ancestors who served in the military?

Search Millions of Military Records

News  |  Jobs  |  Cars for Sale  |  Homes for Sale  |  Apartments for Rent  |  Real Estate  |  Shopping

Copyright © 2011 www.clarionledger.com. All rights reserved.
Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

MORE IN NEWS

Gov.-elect wants state to be
most job-friendly
Read More




